


By MARK SHERMAN and 
JESSICA GRESKO 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court's Cconserva- 
tive majority on Wednes- 
day signaled if would up- 
hold Mississippi's 15-week 
ban on abortion and may 
go much further to over- 
turn the nationwide right to 
abortion that has existed 
for nearly 50 years. 

The fate of the court's his- 
toric 1973 Roe v. Wade 
decision legalizing abor- 
tion throughout the United 
States and its 1992 ruling in 
Planned Parenthood v. Ca- 
sey, which reaffirmed Roe, 
orobably wont be known 
until next June. 

But after nearly two hours 
of arguments, all six con- 
servative justices, including 
three appointed by former 
President Donald Trump, in- 
dicated they would uphold 
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the Mississippi law. 

At the very least, such a 
decision would undermine 
Roe and Casey, which al- 
low states to regulate but 
not ban abortion up un- 
til the point of viability, at 
roughly 24 weeks. 

And there was also sub- 
stantial support among the 
conservative justices for 
getting rid of Roe and Ca- 
sey altogether. 

Justice Brett Kavanaugh, 
a Trump appointee, asked 
a series of questions about 
whether the court would 
be better off withdrawing 
from the abortion debate 
and letting states decide. 
“Why should the court be 
the arbiter?” Kavanaugh 
asked. “There'll be different 
access in Mississippi and 
New York, Alabama and 


California,.” 
Continued on next page 












f # 7 > é i ” ed Pr) 
a ae an, 
4 
| a ' 4 
ey i] 
= . | 


J RESTAURANT 


TRAVEL 


ACCEPTED , 


FOR NON-LIFE THREATENING ILLNESSES AND INJURIES © 


BOOK YOUR PCR & ANTIGEN TEST 
WWW.COVIDARUBA.COM 


wu \lce’s 


Thursday 
|DY=Yer=) aa ols) ara Aey ae 


T: 582-7800 
WWAVAVAUUA LAU Loy-heoxet-\VAero) nal 


ig-XeX=] efoto) ere) aayc-Vauloy-hnetel- WV 
®) hatsie-loigclaamexo)gala-lavloy-noyor-ny, 





may Toss Roe 





abortion limits, 







Anti-abortion protesters surround abortion rights advocates as both groups demonstrate in front 
of the U.S. Supreme Court, Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021, in Washington, as the court hears arguments 
in a case from Mississippi, where a 2018 law would ban abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy, 
well before viability. 
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Continued from Front 
Abortion would soon be- 
come illegal or severely 
restricted in roughly half 
the states if Roe and Casey 
are overturned, according 
to the Guttmacher _Insti- 
tute, a research organiza- 
tion that supports abortion 
rights. Legislatures in many 
Republican-led states are 
poised for action depend- 
ing on the Supreme Court's 
next decision. 

The court's three liberal 
justices said that revers- 
ing Roe and Casey would 
significantly damage the 
court's legitimacy. 

"Will this institution survive 
the stench that this creates 
in the public perception 
that the Constitution and 
its reading are just political 
acts?" Justice Sonia Soto- 
mayor asked. 

Justice Elena Kagan said 
the abortion decisions are 
“oart of the fabric of wom- 
en's place in this country." 
Among the conservatives, 
Chief Justice John Roberts 
appeared most interested 
in a less sweeping ruling 
that would uphold the Mis- 
sissiopl law, but not explicit- 
ly overrule Roe and Casey. 
“That may be what they're 
asking for, but the thing at 
issue before us today is 15 
weeks, Roberts said, allud- 
ing to Mississippi's call to 
overturn the broader cas- 
es. 

Even upholding the 15- 
week ban would mean 
rejecting the decades-old 
viability line. Abortion rights 
supporters say that would 
still effectively overturn Roe 
and leave no principled 
line for when abortions 
might be banned. 

Justice Neil Gorsuch, an- 
other Trump appointee, 
suggested the lack of a rig- 
orous alternative might be 
a reason to overrule Roe 
and Casey entirely. 
Supporters of both sides in 
the abortion debate filled 
the sidewalk and street in 
front of the court, their du- 
eling rallies audible even 
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Abortion rights advocates hold signs that read "Abortion is Essential" as they demonstrate in front 
of the U.S. Supreme Court, Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021, in Washington, as the court hears arguments 
in a case from Mississippi, where a 2018 law would ban abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy, 


well before viability. 


from inside the building. 
Opposing signs read such 
sentiments as "Her Body Her 
Choice" and "God Hates 
the Shedding of Innocent 
Blood." The court stepped 
Up security measures, in- 
cluding closing off some 
streets around the building. 
The case came to a court 
with a 6-3 conservative 
majority that has been 
transformed by the justices 
named by Trump, who had 
pledged to appoint jus- 
tices who oppose abortion 
rights. The court had never 
agreed to hear a case over 
an abortion ban so early in 
pregnancy until all three 
Trump appointees — Jus- 
tice Amy Coney Barrett, 
Gorsuch and Kavanaugh 
— were on board. 

A month ago, the justices 
also heard arguments over 
a uniquely designed Texas 
law that has succeeded 
in getting around the Roe 
and Casey decisions and 
banned abortions in the 
nation's second-largest 
state after about six weeks 
of pregnancy. The legal 
disoute over the Texas law 
revolves around whether 
the law can be challenged 


in federal court, rather than 
the right to an abortion. 
Despite its Unusually quick 
consideration of the issue, 
the court has yet fo rule on 
the Texas law, and the jus- 
tices have refused to put 
the law on hold while the 
matter is under legal re- 
view. 

The Mississippi case poses 
questions central fo the 
abortion right. Mississippi ar- 
gues that viability of the fe- 
tus is an arbitrary standard 
that doesn't take sufficient 
account of the state's inter- 
est in regulating abortion. It 
also contends that scientif- 
ic advances have allowed 
some babies who were 
born earlier than 24 weeks 
to survive, though it does 
not argue that the line is 
anywhere near 15 weeks. 
More than 90% of abortions 
are performed in the first 13 
weeks of pregnancy, well 
before viability, according 
to the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre- 
vention. 

About 100 patients per 
year get abortions after 
15 weeks at the Jackson 
Women's Health Organiza- 
tion, Mississippi's lone abor- 


Associated Press 


tion clinic. The facility does 
not provide abortions after 
16 weeks. 

But the clinic argues that 
the court doesn't normally 
assess constitutional rights 
based on how few people 
are affected, and that the 
justices shouldn't do so in 
this case. 

Joined by the Biden ad- 
ministration, the clinic also 
says that since Roe, the 
Supreme Court has consis- 
tently held that the "Consti- 
tution guarantees ‘the right 
of the woman to choose to 
have an abortion before vi- 
ability." 

Erasing viability as the 
line between when abor- 
tions may and may not be 
banned would effectively 
overrule Roe and Casey, 
even if the justices do not 
explicitly do that, the clinic 
Says. 

Justice Clarence Thom- 
as is the only member of 
the court who has openly 
called for Roe and Casey 
to be overruled. One ques- 
tion Is how many of his con- 
servative colleagues are 
willing to join him. 

Among the questions jus- 
tices ask when they con- 
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sider jettisoning a previous 
ruling is not just whether it is 
wrong, but egregiously so. 
That's a formulation Kava- 
naugh has used in a recent 
opinion, and Mississiopi and 
many of its allies have de- 
voted considerable space 
in their court filings to argue 
that Roe and Casey fit the 
description of being egre- 
giously wrong. 

"The conclusion that abor- 
tion is a constitutional right 
has no basis in text, struc- 
ture, history, or tradition," 
Mississippi Says. 

The clinic resoonds by ar- 
guing that the very same 
arguments were consid- 
ered and rejected by the 
court nearly 30 years ago 
in Casey. Only the mem- 
bershio of the court has 
changed since then, the 
clinic and its allies argue. 

In its earlier rulings, the 
court has rooted the right 
to abortion in the section of 
the 14th Amendment that 
says states cannot "deprive 
any person of life, liberty, or 
oroperty, without due pro- 
cess of law." 

Same-sex mariage and 
other rights, based on the 
same provision but also 
not explicitly mentioned 
in the Constitution, could 
be threatened if Roe and 
Casey fall, the adminis- 
tration argues. Mississippi 
and its supporters dispute 
that those other decisions 
would be at risk. 

Abortion arguments  nor- 
mally would find people 
camped out in front of the 
court for days in the hope 
of snagging some of the 
few seats available to the 
public. But with the court- 
house closed because of 
COVID-19, there was only a 
soarse audience of report- 
ers, justices’ law clerks and 
a handful of lawyers inside 
the courtroom. A decision 
is expected by late June, a 
little more than four months 
before next year's congres- 
sional elections, and could 
become a campaign sea- 
son rallying cry.) 
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Biden HIV/AIDS strategy calls racism ‘public health threat 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration in its 
new HIV/AIDS strategy calls 
racism "a public health 
threat" that must be fully 
recognized as the world 
looks to end the epidemic. 
The strategy released 
Wednesday on the annual 
commemoration of World 
AIDS Day is meant to serve 
as a framework for how the 
administration intends to 
shape its policies, research, 
programs and planning 
over the next three years. 
President Joe Biden was 
scheduled to deliver re- 
marks later Wednesday to 
mark World AIDS Day. 

‘The president remains 
deeply committed to en- 
suring that those with HIV 
are treated with equity and 
dignity," White House press 
secretary Jen Psaki said. 
The new strategy asserts 
that over generations 
"structural inequities have 
resulted in racial and eth- 
nic health disparities that 
are severe, far-reaching, 
and unacceptable." 

New HIV infections in the 





President Joe Biden speaks at Dakota County Technical College, in Rosemount, Minn., Tuesday, 


Nov. 30, 2021. 


U.S. fell about 8% from 2015 
to 2019, but Black and Lati- 
no communities — particu- 
larly gay and bisexual men 
within those groups — con- 
tinue to be disproportion- 
ately affected, according 
to Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention data. 


African Americans make 
Up about 13% of the USS. 
population but accounted 
for more than 40% of new 
infections. The Latino poOpuU- 
lation accounted for nearly 
25% of new infections but 
makes up about 18.5% of 
the U.S. population. 


Associated Press 


Historically, gay and bi- 
sexual men have been the 
most disoroportionately 
affected group. They ac- 
count for about 66% of new 
HIV infections, even though 
they account for only 2% of 
the population, according 
to the CDC. In 2019, 26% 


of new HIV infections were 
among Black gay and bi- 
sexual men, 23% among 
Latino gay and _ bisexual 
men, and 45% among gay 
and bisexual men under 
the age of 35. 

To reduce the disparities, 
the strategy includes calls 
for focusing on the needs 
of disoroportionately = af- 
fected populations, sup- 
porting racial justice, com- 
bating HlV-related stigma 
and discrimination and 
providing leadership and 
employment opportunities 
for people with or at risk for 
HIV. 

Besides addressing rac- 
ism's Impact on Americans 
battling the virus or at risk 
of contracting it, the new 
strategy also puts greater 
emphasis on harm reduc- 
tion and syringe service pro- 
grams, encourages reform 
of state laws that criminal- 
ize behavior of people with 
HIV for potentially exposing 
others and adds focus on 
the needs of the growing 
population of people with 
HIV who are aging.) 





Ist U.S. case of COVID omicron variant confirmed in California 


By MICHAEL BALSAMO and 
ZEKE MILLER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A per- 
son in California who had 
been vaccinated against 
COVID-19 became the first 
in the U.S. to have an iden- 
tified case of the omicron 
variant, the White House 
announced Wednesday as 
scientists continue to study 
the risks posed by the new 
virus strain. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci told re- 
porters the person was a 
traveler who returned from 
South Africa on Nov. 22 
and tested positive on Nov. 
29. Fauci said the person 
was vaccinated but had 
not received a_ booster 
shot and was experiencing 
"mild symptoms." 

The Biden administration 
moved late last month to 
restrict travel from Southern 
Africa where the variant 
was first identified and had 
been widespread. Clusters 
of cases have also been 
identified in about two doz- 
en other nations. 


"We knew that if was just a 
matter of time before the 
first case of Omicron would 
be detected in the United 
States," Fauci said. 

He said the person was im- 
proving and added, "! think 
what's happening now is 
another example of why it's 
important for people to get 
vaccinated. But also boost- 
ing. Boosting Is very impor- 
tant." 

Officials said they had con- 
tacted everyone who had 
close contact with the per- 
son and they had all tested 
negative. 

Genomic sequencing was 
conducted at the Univer- 
sity of California, San Fran- 
cisco and the sequence 
was confirmed by the Cen- 
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention is 
taking steps to tighten U.S. 
testing rules for travelers 
from overseas, including re- 
quiring a test for all travelers 
within a day of boarding a 
flight to the U.S. regardless 


of vaccination status. lt was 
also considering mandat- 
ing post-arrival testing. 
Officials said those mea- 
sures WOUId only "buy time" 
for the country to learn 
more about the new vari- 
ant and to take appropri- 
ate precautions, but that 
given its transmissibility its 
arrival in the U.S. was inevi- 
table. 

Much remains unknown 
about the new variant, in- 
cluding whether it is more 
contagious than previous 
strains, whether it makes 
people more seriously ill, 
and whether it can thwart 
the vaccine. Fauci, the too 
U.S. infectious disease ex- 
pert, said more would be 
known about the omicron 
strain in two to four weeks 
as scientists grow and test 
lab samples of the virus. 
California's Department of 
Public Health credited the 
state's ‘large-scale  test- 
ing and early detection 
systems’ for identifying the 
case. 

"We recognize that every- 





Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, speaks during the daily briefing at the 
White House in Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2021. 
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one is exhausted, and the 
news of a new variant can 
be overwhelming. It is im- 
portant that we collective- 
ly focus on the things we 
know prevent the spread 
of COVID-19, and its vari- 
ants," state public health 
officials said in a statement. 
The announcement of the 
first U.S. case comes before 
President Joe Biden plans 
to outline his strategy on 
Thursday to combat the 


virus over the winter. Biden 
has tried to quell alarm over 
the omicron variant, saying 
it was a Cause for concern 
but "not a cause for panic." 
Biden and public health of- 
ficials have grown more ur- 
gent in their pleas for more 
Americans fo get vac- 
cinated — and for those 
who have been vaccinat- 
ed to get booster shots to 
maximize their protection 
against the virus.L]} 
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Michigan teen charged in Oxford High School shooting 


By COREY WILLIAMS and ED 
WHITE 

OXFORD TOWNSHIP, Mich. 
(AP) — A 15-year-old boy 
was charged Wednesday 
with murder, terrorism and 
other counts for a shoot- 
ing that killed four fellow 
students and injured others 
at Michigan's Oxford High 
School. 

Charges against Ethan 
Crumbley were an- 
nounced Wednesday, a 
few hours after authorities 
reported the death of a 
fourth teen from the school 
in southeastern Michigan. 
Crumbley is charged as an 
adult with one count of ter- 
rorism causing death, four 
counts of first-degree mur- 
der and seven counts as- 
sault with intent to murder. 
Prosecutor Karen McDon- 
ald did not reveal a pos- 
sible motive for the shoot- 
ing Tuesday at Oxford High 
School, located in a com- 
munity of about 22,000 
people roughly 30 miles (48 
kilometers) north of Detroit. 
However, she said prosecu- 
tors are 'confident" they 
can show the crime was 
premeditated. 

"There is dQ mountain of digi- 
tal evidence. Videotape, 
social media, all digital evi- 
dence possible," she said. 
Deputies rushed to the 


school around lunch time 
and arrested the suspect 
in a hallway within minutes. 
He put his hands in the air 
as deputies approached, 
Oakland County Sheriff Mi- 
chael Bouchard said late 
Tuesday at a news confer- 
ence. 

The boy's father on Friday 
bought the 9 mm Sig Sau- 
er used in the shooting, 
Bouchard said. He did not 
know why the man bought 
the semi-automatic hand- 
gun, which his son had 


Students attend a vigil at LakePoint Community Church i 


a 


been posting pictures of 
and practicing shooting, 
Bouchard said. 

The four students who 
were killed were identified 
as 16-year-old Tate Myre, 
14-year-old Hana Sf. Juli- 
ana, 17-year-old Madisyn 
Baldwin and 17-year-old 
Justin Shilling, who died 
Wednesday. 

Bouchard said Myre died 
in a patrol car as a deputy 
tried to get him to an emer- 
gency room. A_ teacher 
who received a_ graze 





n Oxford, Mich., Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021. 
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wound to the shoulder left 
the hospital, but seven stu- 
dents ranging in age from 
14 to 17 remained hospital- 
ized through the night with 
gunshot wounds, he said. 

The gun the boy was carry- 
ing had seven more rounds 
of ammo in If when he sur- 
rendered, Bouchard said. 

Undersheriff Mike McCabe 
said the student's parents 
advised their son not to talk 
to investigators. Police must 
seek permission from a ju- 
venile's parents or guard- 


ian to soeak with them, he 
added. 

After the attack, authori- 
ties learned of social me- 
dia posts about threats of 
a shooting at the roughly 
1,700-student school. The 
sheriff stressed how crucial 
it is for such tips to be sent 
to authorities, while also 
cautioning against spread- 
ing social media rumors be- 
fore a full investigation. 
McCabe downplayed the 
significance of a situation 
in early November when a 
deer's head was thrown off 
the school roof, which he 
said was ‘absolutely unre- 
lated" to the shooting. The 
incident prompted school 
administrators to post two 
letters to parents on the 
school's website, saying 
they were responding to 
rumors of a threat against 
the school but had found 
none. 

Bouchard said the student 
in custody in the shooting 
had no previous run-ins with 
his department, and he 
was not aware of any diIsci- 
plinary history at school. 
‘That's part of our investi- 
gation to determine what 
happened prior to this 
event and if some signs 
were missed, how were 
they missed and why," he 
said.L] 





Summer lawsuit trial seen in deadly 











In this June 25, 2021 file photo, rescue personnel work at the 
remains of the Champlain Towers South condo building in Surf- 


side, Fla. 


By CURT ANDERSON 

AP Legal Affairs Writer 

A summer trial is likely for 
lawsuits seeking millions of 
dollars in damages from 
the collapse of a Florida 
beachfront condominium 


Associated Press 


that killed 98 people, a 
judge said Wednesday. 

The time frame for a trial to 
begin would be July or Au- 
gust, Miami-Dade Circuit 
Judge Michael Hanzman 
said at a hearing. He add- 


ed that he won't look with 
favor on delays. 

‘Im not granting exten- 
sions or continuances. Not 
in this case," Hanzman said. 
“Come next summer, we're 
going to be picking a jury 
in this case. It's not going to 
go beyond that.” 

The lawsuits filed in the af- 
termath of the 12-story 
Champlain Towers South 
collapse on June 24 in Surf- 
side seek to affix blame 
and collect money for the 
victims, family members 
and property owners. 

The collapse came as the 
building was undergoing 
its 40-year recertification, 
which likely meant steep 
assessments for condo 
owners to finance structural 
and other problems identi- 
fied several years earlier. 
One potential class-action 
case that could resolve 


Florida condo collapse 


the entire legal matter was 
filed last month, contend- 
ing that excavation and 
construction of a_ luxury 
building next door wors- 
ened serious _— structural 
defects that already ex- 
isted at Champlain Towers 
South.The developers and 
others involved in construc- 
tion of the adjacent 18-sto- 
ry Eighty Seven Park tower 
who are listed as defen- 
dants deny their construc- 
tlon work contributed to 
the tragedy. 

Hanzman said he would 
probably set a firm summer 
trial date in January. 

It's also possible the case 
could be settled before a 
trial is held. 

A mediator is working to 
figure out how fo adllo- 
cate lawsuit damages, 
insurance proceeds and 
land sale money between 


wrongful death victims and 
those who lost only prop- 
erty. The land where the 
condo once stood could 
sell for $120 million or more 
once all bids have been re- 
ceived. 

"We have been working 
nonstop to resolve these 
issues, said Judd Rosen, a 
lawyer for one group of vic- 
TIMSs. 

"Nothing would make the 
court happier,” Hanzman 
said. 

Meanwhile, investigations 
into the cause of the col- 
lapse are ongoing and will 
be augmented by work of 
experts hired to collect evi- 
dence for lawsuits. 

The lead _ investigating 
agency, the National In- 
stitute for Standards and 
Technology, recently esti- 
mated its probe could take 
as long as two years.) 
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By HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— U.S. Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin arrived in South 
Korea on Wednesday for 
annual security talks ex- 
pected fo bolster the Ccoun- 
tries’ decades-long military 
alliance in the face of North 
Korean nuclear threats and 
mounting challenges from 
China. 

The U.S.-South Korea. al- 
liance “is the linchpin of 
peace and security in this 
region,” Austin tweeted af- 
ter landing. 

But how substantially the al- 
liance, sealed in the blood- 
shed of the 1950-53 Korean 
War, can be solidified is in 
doubt as South Korea re- 
mains locked in thorny his- 
torical disputes with Japan 
another key American re- 
gional ally and hesitates 
to actively join U.S.-led ef- 
forts to curb China’s rising 
strength. 

“The alliance faces some 
obstacles. It’s not desirable 
for the South Korea-Japan 
history issue and other prob- 
lems to work as obstacles” 
in South Korea’s national 
security, said Moon Seong 
Mook, a retired South Kore- 
an army general and ana- 
lyst at the Korea Research 
Institute for National Strat- 
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U.S., S. Korea to bolster alliance at talks but questions remain 
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South Korean Defense Minister Suh Wook, left, speaks during the 6th South Korea-U.S. Alliance 
Night as U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin watches in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Dec. 1, 


2021. 


egy. 

The meeting Thursday be- 
tween Austin and his South 
Korean counterpart, Suh 
Wook, comes after the 
Pentagon released the re- 
sults of a global posture re- 
view earlier this week. The 
review directs additional 
cooperation with — allies 
and partners to deter “po- 
tential Chinese military ag- 
gression and threats from 
North Korea,” while inform- 
ing Austin’s approval of the 


permanent stationing of a 
previously rotational attack 
helicopter squadron and 
artillery division headquar- 
ters in South Korea. 

Boo Seung-Chan, a spokes- 
man at South Korea's De- 
fense Ministry, said Tuesday 
the U.S. decision to perma- 
nently deploy the helicop- 
ter and artillery units was 
proof that both countries 
highly value their alliance. 
Some experts said the allli- 
ance was at risk in recent 
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years as then-President 
Donald Trump threatened 
to withdraw the 28,500 
American troops stationed 
in South Korea if Seoul 
failed to drastically — in- 
crease its financial support 
for them, and repeatedly 
complained of the cost of 
regular military drills with 
South Korea. 

After his landmark _ first 
summit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un in 2018, 
Trump baffled many by uni- 


laterally announcing the 
suspension of major sum- 
mertime military drills be- 
tween the U.S. and South 
Korea, calling them “very 
provocative” and “tremen- 
dously expensive.” 

But such worries have grad- 
ually eased since Trump’s 
successor, Joe Biden, said 
he would restore Washing- 
ton’s alliances throughout 
the world. 

In Thursday’s meeting, the 
allies are expected to an- 
nounce a_ strengthening 
of their ties and the USS. 
security commitment to 
South Korea, Moon said. 
Although such announce- 
ments aren't something 
new, Moon said it would 
still “discomfort North Ko- 
rea, which basically aims 
to drive a wedge between 
South Korea and the U.S.” 
amid stalled nuclear disar- 
mament talks. 

South Korea has been 
struggling to strike a bal- 
ance between the US., 
its most important security 
ally, and China, its biggest 
trading partner. South Ko- 
rea suffered economic re- 
taliation from China after 
allowing the U.S. fo install 
a missile defense system 
in its territory in 2017 which 
Beijing views as a security 
threat.) 





NATO chief says mission creep, corruption hurt Afghan effort 


Associated Press 

RIGA, Latvia (AP) — NATO 
became a victim of mission 
creep in Afghanistan as the 
international §=&community 
Upped its aims from fighting 
extremists to rebuilding the 
conflict-torn country over 
two decades, the military 
organization's civilian lead- 
er said Wednesday. 

“That broader task proved 
much more difficult, so we 
must ensure that our levels 
of ambition remain realis- 
tic,” NATO Secretary Gen- 
eral Jens Stoltenberg said 
after chairing a meeting of 
alliance foreign ministers in 
Latvia where a report on 
lessons learned in Afghani- 
stan was discussed. 

NATO took over the In- 
ternational Security Assis- 
tance Force in Afghanistan 
in 2003, almost two years 
after a U.S.-led coalition in- 


vaded the country to oust 
the Taliban for harboring 
Osama bin Laden, the al- 
Qaida leader who master- 
minded the Sept. 11 terror 
attacks and was shot dead 
in Pakistan in 2011. 

The international force 
heloed build up an Afghan 
army said to be around 
300,000-strong, although 
the army was so riddled 
with corruption that its real 
troop numbers were un- 
clear. Whatever its size, 
the Afghan army withered 
within days in August in the 
face of a Taliban offensive. 
Stoltenberg said the AT- 
ghan security forces “were 
hampered by corruption, 
poor leadership, and an in- 
ability to sustain their own 
forces,” despite years of 
international support. “For 
the future, we must ensure 
that NATO training efforts 


create more self-sustaining 
forces,” he said. 

More than 100,000 people 
were evacuated from Ka- 
bul in late August during the 
frenzied final days of a U.S. 
airlift after President Joe 
Biden said American troops 
would leave. Thousands of 
Afghans remained, desper- 
ate to escape the uncer- 
tainty of Taliban rule. 
Referring to the debacle 
at Kabul Aijroort, where 
Qa bomb attack was 
launched and desperate 
Afghans clung to a depart- 
ing transport plane, Stolten- 
berg said that “we should 
explore how to strengthen 
NATO's ability to conduct 
short-notice, large scale 
non-combatant eVACU- 
ation efforts.” The report 
oresented Wednesday re- 
quired no vote. The job of 
identifying lessons was han- 





NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg gestures as he opens 
the NATO Foreign Ministers meeting in Riga, Latvia, Wednesday, 


Dec. 1, 2021. 


dled by NATO's 30 deputy 
national envoys, under the 
lead of Assistant Secretary 
General for Operations 
John Manza, along with 
several experts. 

NATO makes decisions 
Unanimously, and Manza 
said it would be impossible 
to reach consensus on such 


Associated Press 


a document. Stoltenberg 
said NATO will make “the 
main findings” public. 
Stoltenberg and U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Antony Blink- 
en insisted that NATO had 
heloed prevent the launch 
of international extremist 
attacks from Afghan soil for 
almost two decades.L]} 
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U.N. rights chief: Burkina Faso Is lacing a security crisis 


By SAM MEDNICK 

Associated Press 

OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina 
Faso (AP) — If insecurity in 
Burkina Faso keeps up, the 
West African nation could 
spiral into a humanitarian 
and human rights “catas- 
troohe,” the U.N. human 
rights chief said Wednes- 


day. 
Michelle Bachelet, the 
U.N. high commissioner 


for human rights, sooke to 
The Associated Press dur- 
ing her first visit fo the war- 
weakened nation, which 
has seen an escalation in 
human rights abuses by its 
own security forces as If at- 
tempts to tackle a jihadi 
insurgency linked to al-Qa- 
ida and the Islamic State 
group. 

During her four-day _ trip, 
Bachelet visited the hard- 
hit Sahel region and spoke 
to key players, including 
President Roch Marc Chris- 
tian Kabore, religious lead- 
ers, Civil society groups and 
victims of human_§ rights 
abuses. 

“Burkina Faso is in the grip 
of not one but several ma- 
jor, intersecting crises,” she 
said. “| stressed with Presi- 
dent Kabore, it is essential 
that all perpetrators of such 
human rights violations and 





Protestors take to the streets of Burkina Faso’s capital Ouagadougou Saturday Nov. 27, 2021, 
calling for President Roch Marc Christian Kabore to resign. 


abuses be brought fo jus- 
tice, regardless of their af- 
filiation.” 

Bachelet’s visit comes as 
accusations of human 
rights abuses by the secu- 
rity forces and jihadis are 
increasing. Last week at 
least 15 people were alleg- 
edly killed by the army in 
the southwest, according 
to civil society groups. 
Human Rights Watch said 


it's investigating allega- 
tions that at least 18 wom- 
en were raped by jihadis 
in the town of Dablo, said 
Corinne Dufka, the group's 
West Africa director. 

“Burkina Faso has been 
rocked by atrocities by ji- 
hadis and pro-government 
forces alike in violence 
which has killed hundreds, 
decimated entire villages, 
and left untold broken lives 


Associated Press 


in its wake,” said Dufka, 
urging that Bachelet’s visit 
bring this suffering into fo- 
Cus and pressure all armed 
groups to stop waging war 
on civilians. 

As security decreases, the 
security forces will likely 
resort tO more aggres- 
sive and extrajudicial tac- 
tics to try and stem the 
problem, which will lead 
to a vicious cycle of dis- 
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trust and the inability to 
control the situation, said 
Laith Alkhouri, CEO of Inte- 
lonyx Intelligence Advisory, 
which provides intelligence 
analysis. “Should reports 
of human rights abuses go 
unchecked, it will lead to 
further distrust in the gov- 
ernment’s ability to address 
security concerns.” 
Residents are growing in- 
creasingly frustrated at the 
government’s inability to 
stem the violence. Protest- 
ers threw rocks and security 
forces fired tear gas during 
a protest last week calling 
for the president’s resig- 
nation. More protests are 
planned. 

Bachelet said Burkina Faso 
has a tradition of ensuring 
the peaceful coexistence 
of its people and called 
on the government to cre- 
ate a space for meaningful 
dialogue and for parties to 
air grievances. 

While the government has 
launched investigations 
into allegations of human 
rights abuses by the securi- 
ty forces, no one has been 
convicted. 

Meanwhile, civilians who 
accuse the army of killing 
or disappearing their rela- 
tives are asking the govern- 
ment to stop the abuse. LJ 





WHO nations launch steps toward deal fo fight 


By JAMEY KEATEN 

GENEVA (AP) — The head 
of the World Health Orga- 
nization hailing a key step 
by its member states on 
Wednesday fo launch work 
toward an_ international 
agreement to help pre- 
vent, prepare for and re- 
spond to future pandemics 
in the wake of COVID-19. 
WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom_ Ghe- 
breyesus said the consensus 
decision during a special 
session of the U.N. health 
agency's members was a 
“cause for celebration.” 
It sets off work to establish 
an “intergovernmental ne- 
gotiating body” to draft an 
agreement on pandemics 
that will take several years 
to be finalized, if conclud- 
ed at all. 

“Of course, there is still a 
long road ahead. There are 
still differences of opinion 





World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus delivers a speech during the launch of 
a multiyear partnership with Qatar on making the FIFA Football 
World Cup 2022 and mega sporting events healthy and safe, 
at the WHO headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, 18 October 
2021. 


about what a new accord 
could or should contain,” 
he said. 

The consensus statement 
falls short of calls from Ev- 
ropean Union nations and 
many other countries seek- 


Associated Press 


ing to agree that the ulti- 
mate aim of the effort will 
be to draft a “legally bind- 
ing” convention or treaty, 
hoping to give it teeth and 
act now while public atten- 
tion on the pandemic is still 


high. 

But the United States, Bra- 
zil and a handful of other 
countries were reticent, 
diolomats said, with USS. 
officials arguing that the 
substance of any future 
agreement was a higher 
priority for now that giving it 
a name like convention or 
treaty. 

Tedros sooke as the emer- 
gence of the new omicron 
variant has captured at- 
tention worldwide, rattling 
stock markets and causing 
many countries to restrict 
travel. 

The special session, orga- 
nized months ago in re- 
soonse to COVID-19, was 
only the second since the 
WHO was founded in 1948. 
An international = “instru- 
ment” on pandemics aims 
to resemble a similar inter- 
national agreement on 
fighting tobacco use. 


pandemics 


Under the planned timeline, 
the intergovernmental ne- 
gotiating body is expected 
to hold its first meeting by 
March to look into “ways 
of working and timelines,” 
WHO said. A second meet- 
ing by August would discuss 
efforts towards creating a 
working draft. 

Talks are expected to con- 
tinue until a report could be 
presented to the WHO's as- 
sembly in 2024. 

Many countries and the 
U.N. health agency have 
been trying to rein in dis- 
jointed national responses, 
including sporadic travel 
bans and other restric- 
tive measures; Overcome 
political squabbles; and 
improve transparency by 
countries — in the wake of 
criticism of China’s early 
handling of the outbreak 
when it first came to light 
nearly two years ago. LL) 
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EXPLAINER: 


By ASTRIN SUAREZ and 
MANUEL RUEDA 

Associated Press 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 
— The Biden administra- 
tion revoked the terrorist 
designation of Colombia's 
former FARC guerrilla army 
on Tuesday, five years after 
the rebel group signed a 
peace deal with the gov- 
ernment. However, it im- 
posed the same designa- 
tion on two splinter groups 
that are still fighting in re- 
mote pockets of the South 
American country. 

The FARC holdouts newly 
designated by the United 
States as foreign terrorist 
organizations are the Revo- 
lutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia-People’s Army 
known by the Spanish ac- 
ronym of FARC-EP and Se- 
gunda Marquetalia. 

Here are more details on 
these newly designated 
terrorist groups: 

HOW DID THE SPLINTER 
GROUPS ARISE? 

After five decades of inter- 
nal conflict that killed an 
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Rodrigo Granda, right, a former rebel commander and member of the FARC political party, shakes 
hands with Rocio Lopez, sister of two kidnap victims, who were eventually released, during a 
ceremony where former FARC members apologized to locals for the kidnappings they carried out 
over decades in the rural area of Pipiral near Villavicencio, Colombia, Oct. 29, 2020. 


estimated 26,000 people 
and forced more than 6 
million to flee their homes, 
the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia signed 
Qa peace deal in which 
13,000 fighters gave up 


their weapons in exchange 
for NUMerous concessions 
from the government, in- 
cluding development pro- 
grams for rural areas and 
the opportunity for former 
guerrilla leaders to partici- 


Associated Press 


pate in local politics and 
avoid time in prison. 

But a group of about 1,000 
fighters led by Commanda- 
er Nestor Gregorio Vera 
refused to lay down their 
weapons and continued 
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What are Colombia's ex-FARC splinter groups? 


to conduct attacks and 
kidnappings in southeast- 
ern Colombia. These fight- 
ers now use the acronym 
FARC-EP. 

In 2019, three years after the 
peace deal was signed, 
former FARC commander 
lvan Marquez announced 
he would be taking up 
arms again in a video shot 
at an undisclosed location, 
creating the Segunda Mar- 
quetalia group. 

Marquez, whose real name 
is Luciano Marin, was the 


FARC’s lead negotiator 
during peace talks with the 
governmert. 


He accused the Colom- 
bian government of not 
keeping its promises and of 
failing to stop the murders 
of dozens of former FARC 
fighters. 

When Marquez announced 
his return to arms, the for- 
mer FARC commander 
and some of his close asso- 
ciates were under investi- 
gation for drug trafficking in 
Colombia and the United 
States.) 





New Zealand to send military, police to Solomon Islands 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — New Zealand will 
send up to 65 military and 
police personnel to the Sol- 
omon Islands in the com- 


ing days after rioting and 
looting broke out there last 
week over several issues, 
including concerns about 
the country’s increasing 





Australian Federal Police inspect burnt out areas of Chinatown 
in Honiara, Solomon Islands, Tuesday, Nov. 30, 2021. 


Associated Press 


links with China. 

New Zealand Prime Min- 
ister Jacinda Ardern said 
Wednesday she wads 
“deeply concerned” by 
the civil unrest that unfold- 
ed in the capital, Honiara, 
and wanted fo help re- 
store peace and stability. 
The New Zealand deploy- 
ment follows similar actions 
from Australia, Paouag New 
Guinea and Fiji after the 


Solomon Islands govern- 
ment requested § interna- 
tional help. 

Solomon Islands ___— police 


found three bodies in a 
burned-out building and 
arrested more than 100 
people amid the violence. 
The latest deployment of 
foreign personnel comes 


ahead of a push by Solo- 
mon Islands opposition 
leader Matthew Wale fo 
hold a no-confidence vote 
next week on Prime Minister 
Manasseh Sogavare. 

“This is a short-term, imme- 
diate resoonse and we will 
continue to monitor the 
situation,” said New Zea- 
land’s Foreign Affairs Minis- 
ter Nanaia Mahuta. 

New Zealand plans to send 
15 military personnel Thurs- 
day followed by up to 50 
more military and police 
oersonnel over the week- 
end. 

The unrest was sparked by 
underlying grievances be- 
tween the two main islands 
in a rivalry that dates back 
decades. 


Part of the concern relates 
to the country’s increasing 
links with China. Sogavare 
has been widely criticized 
by leaders of the island of 
Malaita for a 2019 decision 
to drop diplomatic ties with 
Taiwan in favor of mainland 
China. 

Ssogavare’s government, 
meanwhile, has been up- 
set over millions in U.S. aid 
promised directly to Malai- 
ta, rather than through the 
central government on the 
largest island of Guadalca- 
nal, where Honiara is locat- 
ed. Sogavare has blamed 
outside interference for 
stirring Up the protests calll- 
ing for his resignation, with 
a thinly veiled reference to 
Taiwan and the U.S.L) 
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— nena an agreement with URBAN HYDRO TECH SURINAM 





ORANJESTAD -— Agriculture in Aruba is lim- 
ited due to factors like high water and 
energy prices, limited land an extreme 
temperatures caused by climate change. 
These factors make it difficult to produce 
on medium or great scale, in an innova- 
tive and sustainable way. During the pan- 
demic, there were concerns about the 
availability of fruits and vegetables since 
Aruba depends greatly on imported food. 
Additionally the increased shipping costs 
had a negative impact on the price of the 
imported food products. 


In the past 4 years however, there has 
been an increase in interest for agriculture 
Using Hydroponics, which is ag very modern 
system to grow food and guarantees suc- 
cessful crops. 

This seems like a possible solution to the 


challenges mentioned above, and this 
modern and innovative system has in- 
trigued the younger generation. 

In 2016, the Santa Rosa together with the 
TNO, conducted a study on the variety 
of crops including local crops that have 
been successfully harvested in Aruba like 
beans, Cucumbers and okra's. The study 
concluded that hydroponics offers the 
possibility for diversification on the variety 
of crops. Another factor that limits small 
entrepreneurs from starting their modern 
agriculture project is the high cost of the 
start-up equioment and fertilizers required 
for the production. These factors make it 
unattractive and does not help to stimu- 
late more people to invest in these sys- 
tems. A hydroponic system can be built 
with materials purchased locally and is 
oretty easy fo install. 

As the authority of the Primary Sector in 
Aruba, Santa Rosa recognizes the impor- 
tance of Hydroponics and the opportuni- 
ties that this offers to the agriculture sector. 
In connection with this system, a research 
was done on the system being used in Suri- 
nam. Santa Rosa approached Hydropon- 
ics Technologies Suriname, who devel- 
oped a medium size, more simplified and 
compact system where a cooperative 
handles the sales. This cooperative mod- 


el offers a variety of work- 
shops to those interested 
and provide support when 
needed, product avail- 
ability and is responsible 
the promotion and sales, 
which generates income 
to make the cooperative 
self-sustainable. 

Clients or artisan producers 
have expressed their need 
for knowledge on how to 
produce in a hydroponic 
system but wanted a small 
scale system to start with. 
In the past, the company 
Hydroponic Technologies 
Surinam approached the 
Department of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Fishery with 
an offer to start a project 
in Aruba together with the 
DLVV to create awareness, 
educate and present the 
possibilities of producing 
fresh produce locally while 
contributing to the local 
economy with their micro 
business. Unfortunately the 


pandemic caused this proj- 
ect to come to a halt. 

The management of the 
Department of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Fishery, bet- 
ter known as Santa Rosa, 
is extremely happy for the 
support and cooperation 
received from Minister Ar- 
ends who immediately 
after receiving the presen- 
tation from the Director 
of Urban Hydro Tech Suri- 
nam, Mr. Delano Pontit, an- 
nounced the green light to 
continue with this project in 
Aruba. 

The agreement was re- 
cently formalized between 
the Government and Ur- 
ban Hydro Tech Surinam 
in the presence of Mrs. Na- 
thalie Maduro, Director of 
Santa Rosa and Mrs. Karin 
Paris, Chief of Staff of the 
Ministry of Integrity, Nature, 
Transport and the Elderly. 
The project will officially 
Start in January 2022.) 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to send us your favorite 
vacation picture while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me Is ....... send 
your picture with that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and 
we will oublish your vacation memory. Isn't that a spe- 
cial way to keep your best moments alive? Please do 
note: By submitting photos, text or any other materi- 
als, you give permission to The Aruba Today Newspa- 
per, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promotional purposes without com- 
pensation. 





Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our 
free newspaper, we strive fo make you a happy read- 
er every day again. L) 
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ORANJESTAD - Mid-No- 
vember EPB San Nicolas, 
and EPB Oranjestad stu- 
dents were transported to 
participating Aruba Time 
Share Association resorts 
where upon arrival they 
were greeted by the Gen- 
eral Manager or Manage- 
ment representative, who 
escorted them to a meet- 
ing room for an official wel- 
come and presentation, for 
the purpose of Aruba Time- 
share Association resort 
discovery. 


Over the span of two days, 
the timeshare properties, 
opened their doors to in- 
form and educated EPB 
students regarding the ho- 
tel industry on the island. 
The students, toured all de- 
partments, and were given 
a general overview of the 
daily activities required to 
service guests and help 
drive Aruba’s successful 
hospitality industry. 

“We view this visit as vital,” 
explains ATSA_ President, 
hotelier Luigi Heredia, “as 
high school students face 
their potential employers 
for the first time, we try to 
motivate them fo join the 
industry and become pas- 
silonate about what we 
das 


The students and_ their 
mentors hail from both the 
Hato and San Nicholas EPB 
schools, and they report 
enjoying the visit and the 
refreshments at the end of 
the morning. 

ATSA has been hosting the 
visits for a number of years, 
in an effort to exposed 
youngsters in the basic pro- 
fessional education cycle, 
to hospitality. 

Among participating re- 





sorts this year, Amsterdam 
Manor Beach Resort, La 
Quinta Beach Resort, Costa 
Linda Beach Resort, Casa 
del Mar Beach Resort, Pla- 
ya Linda Beach Resort, Ea- 
gle Aruba Resort & Casino, 
Caribbean Palm Village, 
and Paradise Beach Villas. 


Pictured here snapshots 
from a much enjoyed day! 
As our picture show, the 
student itineraries were 
carefully crafted to cover 
the departments such as 
Maintenance, Food and 
Beverage, Front Desk, 
Housekeeping, Administra- 


Everyday triple points 
ORCHID CASINO 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
for you and your party. 





LOCAL JAS ay 2 DECEMBER 2021 
289 EPB students ony Penny * Orientation the ATSA resorts 


tion, Security, and Sales. 
Tours were conducted by 
the Department Managers, 
and Supervisors. The resorts 
also orchestrated a feed- 
back session just before 
serving students  refresh- 
ments and lunch, where 
the focus remained on 
great interaction, involve- 
ment and passion. Topics 


covered: Overall manage- 
ment structure and the 
number of departments in 
the resort; Individual de- 


partmental structure; Dress 
codes for the industry; Be- 
ing service-minded; Disci- 
pline on the job; Career 
and growth opportunities 
and having fun at what 
you do.) 





Totally sanitized table and chips. 


Say RESERVE your Private Table 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 
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Over a decade in business, Aruba Living Today: 
Offering the so much needed human touch 
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NOORD — We are quickly approaching 2022. 
It’s been a wild ride with Covid-19 and we all 
are aiming for a change of routine. We sim- 
ply want to “live” life again. “It is time for liv- 
ing your dream,” as the quote says at Aruba 
Living Today’s office. “We are ten plus years 
in business, and | am proud to say that all 
our clients stuck with us. We are no part of 
a big company, we keep it small, personal, 
and real. Because you are not a number, no 
sales target either and certainly your name is 
not commission. Our responsibility is to make 
your dream come true,” says owner Ran- 
dolph Arends. 


Tempting times 

Do you remember the feeling as a kid, when 
you went to the store with your mom and the 
baker gave you a sweet roll, the butcher a 
slice of ham and they all took time to talk to 
each other? That time when doing groceries 
ona Saturday meant fun, making friends, and 
creating connections. To be fully aware in 
the moment and enjoying the time together 
sounds like a controversy today. Everything Is 
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efficient, there’s no-time-to-waste and while 





doing one task the mind is already thinking 
ahead to what is next on your to-do list. 

Did Covid-19 teach us anything? Weren't we 
telling each other during the lockdown that 
we would pay more attention to each other? 
Wasn't the message that health and happi- 
ness is so much more valuable than hitting 
targets and implement to-do tasks? The pan- 
demic prevents us from connecting physical- 
ly. Tight hugs and shaking hands firmly are no 
longer a natural thing. We live in a world of 
face masks hides smiles, and hands are sani- 
tized after each touch. This is not who we are. 
We are in search for connection. 


From human to human 

If you have decided to buy a house or rent 
one for vacation in Aruba and you are look- 
ing for that match, the question now is how 
to click with a person that offers a personal 
touch? One who pays genuine attention and 
has sincere interest in what you want? This 
different approach to real estate is what sets 
Aruba Living Today apart, and the reason 
Randolph calls himself a property mediator 
instead of a real estate broker. “The personal 
touch is essential to me. | am stepping aside 
of the image that real estate brokers are only 
in for the commission. This image does not fit 
me at all, | am in for my passion, and | can 
only do this from the heart.” 
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One stop shopping point 
Services offered by Aruba Living Today are 
House and Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, 
Property Management, Vacation Rental, 
Mortgages, Insurances, Maintenance, As- 
sist in Arrangements for Notary and Utilities, 
Guiding Bureaucracy Process and Assisting 
in Import of Furniture. Randolph and his busi- 
ness partner Berend Prenger are a fantastic, 
experienced duo, each of them specialists in 
the field. Berend Is also a certified appraiser 
within the Dutch Kingdom meaning he does 
your appraisal report that is accepted by alll 
banks and he delivers within three days. “This 
definitely soeeds up the process of buying,” 
Prenger adds. 


You are welcome to meet in person 

Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic 
Aruban house, welcoming you in a warm 
ambiance that emphasizes the philosophy 
of connecting. Candles, Buddha ornaments 
and a homey setting form the décor for you 
to sit and talk about your dream house or in- 
vestment. “My goal was to do real estate in a 
different way when | established this compa- 
ny June Ist 2009. Not from the perspective of 
only selling, but fo look for the perfect match 
between dream house and client. My phi- 
losophy is: it will only work when all involved 
are happy and connected by that personal 
tOUGCh,. 

Aruba Living Today caters for both local and 
foreign market divided into 40 % local buy- 
ers and 60 % foreign buyers. “Our customers 
come from Holland, Belgium, Norway, Ger- 
many, UK, Russia, Latin America, United States 
and Canada. We are widely covered and 
thus provable good with different cultures, 
also we speak four languages.” Besides that, 
Aruba Living Today is open to every budgef, 
they have listings for all category buyers. As a 
member of the Aruban Real Estate Associa- 
tion, they are listed also on the website www. 
arubalisting.com within a group of 20 of the 
most advanced realtors on the island. Aruba 
Living Today is featured on House Hunters, so- 
cial media, Aruba Living Today and of course 
in Aruba Today’s newspaper.L] 


Aruba Living Today 
Tankileendert 291, Aruba 

Tel +297 587 9987 

REX 297 567 7985 

Sell 277 373 7177 

Mail randolph@livingtoday.aw 
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Should Yo 


By CHANELLE BESSETTE of 
NerdWallet 

If you've invested with a 
brokerage firm in recent 
years, you may have no- 
ticed that your brokerage 
offers a product called a 
cash management. dac- 
count. These accounts are 
very similar to a checking or 
savings account and typl- 
cally provide competitive 
interest rates, debit cards 
and other money manage- 
ment features. However, 
those services aren't always 
standard. 

So what, then, would be the 
appeal of opening a CMA 
with a brokerage? Here are 
some things to consider 
when deciding whether to 
let your brokerage help you 
manage your cash. 

HOW ARE CASH MANAGE- 
MENT ACCOUNTS DIFFERENT 
FROM BANK ACCOUNTS? 
Perhaps the most crucial 
distinction between a CMA 
and a bank account Is that 
CMAs are offered by non- 
bank financial institutions 
that do not possess a bank 
charter. Usually, this would 
mean that CMAs cannot 
orovide their customers 
federal insurance on their 
balances, but many bro- 
kerages partner with char- 
tered banks that sweep 
customers’ funds into bank 
accounts behind the 
scenes. That allows them 
to offer insurance from the 
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation on customer 
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Bank With Your Brokerage? 


A sign outside of a Fidelity Investments office in the Century City section of Los Angeles is shown 
June 16, 2016. 


balances. 

WHAT ARE THE PROS AND 
CONS OF CASH MANAGE- 
MENT ACCOUNTS? 

PROS 

—Interest rates tend to be 
higher than rates aft tra- 
ditional banks. Though 
some brokerages don't of- 
fer much interest on their 
CMAs, others offer signifi- 
cantly higher interest rates 
than the national average 
of 0.06% for savings ac- 
counts. Robinhood Cash 
Management, for exam- 
ole, offers 0.30%, and SoFi 
Money offers 0.25% with a 
$500 minimum balance. 
—CMaAs have benefits that 
are similar to checking and 
savings accounts. Some 


CMAs offer such account 
benefits as free ATM ac- 
cess, debit cards, mobile 
check deposit, early direct 
deposit and no monthly 
maintenance fees. 
—Transfers between CMAs 
and investing accounts 
can be faster. When you 
have a CMA at your bro- 
kerage, you may be able 
to avoid a waiting period 
between account transfers 
so that you can invest your 
money faster. 

Joel Parker, a_ financial 
blogger and podcaster 
from Massachusetts, has a 
Fidelity Cash Management 
Account and appreciates 
the speed of transfers that 
would otherwise take be- 


Associated Press 


tween one and three days 
from a_non-Fidelity ac- 
Count. 

| use Fidelity for my daugh- 
ter's 529 account, and it Is 
nice that | can do a transfer 
to that account instantly," 
Parker says. ‘If | had my pri- 
mary brokerage account 
with Fidelity, it would be the 
same way... 

CONS 

—Interest rates have 
dropped. The financial in- 
dustry is currently in a low- 
rate environment, meaning 
interest rates on deposit 
accounts are particularly 
low at the moment. Sev- 
eral CMAs that launched 
in recent years had notably 
high interest rates at first, 
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but they dropped signifi- 
cantly in mid-2020 after the 
start of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

OTHER THINGS TO CONSID- 
ER 

—FDIC insurance Is USsuU- 
ally only available through 
third-party banks. Since 
brokerage firms aren't 
banks, they typically have 
to partner with banks to 
offer FDIC insurance. Bro- 
kerages sweep customer 
funds into FDIC-insured ac- 
counts behind the scenes 
so that they're covered. 
—CMA customer service is 
typically online-only. Most 
CMA providers offer only 
remote customer service 
because they dont have 
branches. As a result, CUus- 
tomers Who open an ac- 
count will need to be com- 
fortable with service op- 
tions that aren't in person. 
CAN A CASH MANAGE- 
MENT ACCOUNT MAKE IT 
EASIER TO INVEST? 

When it comes to invest- 
ing, timing can be critical. 
For example, missing a day 
or two of having your cash 
in the market — say, the 
amount of time it takes to 
transfer cash from an out- 
side account into your in- 
vesting account — could 
mean losing out on market 
gains. By having all of your 
accounts in one place, you 
can take advantage of vi- 
tal time in the market to po- 
tentially earn more money 
on your cash.) 





Capital One drops all overdraft fees, late 


By KEN SWEET 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Capital 
One said Wednesday that 
will get rid of all overdraft 
fees, the latest bank to do 
so this year and one of the 
largest financial institutions 
to shy away from the long- 
hated practice. 

The Virginia-based bank 
said it will still allow custom- 
ers to overdraft, but If will 
no longer charge a fee to 
do so. Any eligible custom- 
ers can opt into fee-free 
overdraft at any times, the 
bank said. 

A number other banks 
have announced this year 
— Ally Bank and regional 


banking giant PNC for ex- 
ample — that they would 
end overdraft fees or cre- 
ate programs that would 
greatly lower the chance a 
customer would get hit with 
an overdraft fees. 

InN an email to employees, 
Capital One CEO Richard 
Fairbank said the move 
was part of "our effort to 


bring ingenuity, simplic- 
ity and humanity" back to 
banking. 


That said, overdraft fees 
are still a prevalent prac- 
tice in banking, offen caus- 
ing millions of bank custom- 
ers to pay $34 for a cup 
of coffee. The Consumer 
Financial Protection Bu- 


reau released a study on 
Wednesday that showed 
the industry brought in 
$15.5 billion in overdraft 
fees in 2019, of which three 
banks — JPMorgan Chase, 
Wells Fargo and Bank of 
America — made up 44% 
of that revenue. 

Consumer advocates adp- 
plauded the move, espe- 
cially since Capital One Is 
one of the nation's largest 
banks. 


“Capital One's complete 
elimination of overdraft 
and NSF (non-sufficient 


funds) fees is a landmark 
moment for American fam- 
ilies," said Lauren Saunders, 
associate director at the 
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Center, in a statement.) 


THURSDAY 2 secemarthh 2021 12) SCIENCE 


CROSSWORD 





By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACROSS 435Store 
1 Cheated, patron 
inslang 44 Slow- 
6 Pork witted 
servings 
11 Baghdad DOWN 
native 1 That 
12TV's fellow E|vie|Nis MMA[T/O[N|E 
Mandel = 2 Mine yield RlO}Ole ae : 
13Diner aeeha rs Yesterday's answer 
pages sights TfEarthy 31 Allude 
14 Building 4 Prefixfor color 33 Puzzle 
WIN distantor 18Sketched book 
15Golf ball = angular 20 Popular feature 
lealure = 5 Shrug of ~—- movement 34 Steamed 
17 Strange 6 Blackboard 21 Slant 35 Bit of 
19 Nettle | need 22 Stopwatch = ointment 
20 Butter unit 7 chamen button 36 Outback 
eotiner i 8 Hold tile to 24Check- runner 
25 — 9 Chart cashing 37 Coral 
26 Cheer- Wie — — 
ia ee Kinsey 25Polpat s39TV 
lopic 2f Proved Spots 
aS 4BGot ready fal 40 Spot 
28 Some ot ready alse po 
sheep 
29 Hawk 
30 Hosp. 
workers 
31 Play 
judge 
32 Dripping 
33 Snake- 
haired 
Gorgon 
35 Coffee bar 
order 
38 Forum 3 ids 
gar 3558 [SF ++ Se 
agiow f "| | | | | oP 
ow fF iti mt | 
ear 
away 





AXYDLBAAAR 
BLONGREELLOW 


Cine letter stands tor another. In this sample, “A is used 
for the three Ls. & for the bee Gs. etc. Single bleibers. 
upostraphes., dhe length and) formatron at the words 
wre all hints. iach day the code letters are different. 


12-2 CRYPPOQLOTE 
PKN INRP DRA PH INP B 
HWYHMA ER Pf JNI sa4A B IBIA 
JAZPRNX — BTGO PKNA VY¥ 
RNPPYN S844 B HYHHA NEFNXA 
PEQN. — DETRP4T ANTOVNPZT 
Yesterday's Cryptoquote: GE CUVIb. TQ AT. 
SOCIABLE 70 MANY, FAMILIAR WITH FEW, 
PRIEND TO ONE: ENEMY TO NONE, — BENJAMIN 


FRANKLIN 


1K BYANA 





Heat, no food, deadly weather: 
Climate change kills seabirds 





A mating pair of northern gannets nuzzle on Bonaventure Island 
off the Gaspe Peninsula, July 31, 2017, in Quebec, Canada. 
Associated Press 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 
The warming of the planet 
is taking a deadly toll on 
seabirds that are suffering 
population declines from 
starvation, inability to re- 
oroduce, heat waves and 
extreme weather. 
Climate-related losses 
have hit albatrosses off the 
Hawaiian islands, northern 
gannets near the British Isles 
and puffins off the Maine 
coast. Some birds are less 
able to build nests and raise 
young as sea levels rise, 
while others are unable to 
find fish to eat as the ocean 
heats up, researchers have 
found. 

Common murres and Cas- 
sin's auklets that live off 
the West Coast have also 
died in large numbers from 
conditions scientists directly 
tied to global warming. 
With less food, rising seas 
that encroach on islands 
where birds roost and in- 
creasingly frequent  hur- 
ricanes that wipe away 
nests, many seabirds have 
been producing fewer 
chicks, researchers say. 
And tern species that live 
off New England have 
died during increasing rain 
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and hailstorms scientists 
link to climate change. 
Some species, including 
endangered roseate terns, 
also can’t fledge chicks 
because more frequent 
severe weather kills their 
young, said Linda Welch, 
a biologist with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. 

The warming world is in- 
creasingly inhospitable to 
many seabirds, Welch said. 
“In the last couple years, 
they've experienced wide- 
soread nesting failure,” 
she said. “| definitely think 
there's large ramifications 
of what we're seeing.” 

It’s difficult to precisely de- 
termine the population loss 
to wide-ranging seabirds 
and how much is afttribut- 
able to climate change. 
But one estimate by re- 
searchers from University of 
British Columbia stated that 
seabird populations have 
fallen 70% since the mid- 
20th century. 

Reproductive success also 
decreased over the last 
half century for fish-eating 
seabirds, especially those 
that live north of the equa- 
tor, according to a study 
earlier this year in the jour- 
nal Science. 

Researchers from the Uni- 
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versity of Washington and 
other institutions who stud- 
ied dozens of worldwide 
seabird species found 
some were having success 
breeding at only 10% of 
historical levels. They also 
found that in the southern 
hemisphere, difficulty find- 
ing fish has prevented spe- 
cies such as the Magellanic 
penguin from successfully 
feeding chicks. 

Worldwide, seabirds are in 
jeopardy largely because 
of warming ocean temper- 
atures, scientists say. Over 
the past five decades, 
more than 90% of the ex- 
tra heat on the planet from 
global warming has been 
absorbed by the ocean, 
according to U.S. govern- 
ment scientists. 

Warming seas, coupled 
with die-off events that kill 
thousands of birds by star- 
vation, are making It harder 
for some species to main- 
tain stable populations, 
said P. Dee Boersma, a Uni- 
versity of Washington biolo- 
gy professor and an author 
of the Science study. 

The seabirds, such as pen- 
guins that have declined 
by nearly three-quarters 
in South Africa since 1991, 
are a harbinger of what 
will happen to wildlife with 
global warming, Boersma 
said. 

“These ecosystem sentinels 
are important because 
they're not only enjoyable 
for us to be able to see 
them, but they're impor- 
tant as a signal that we’ve 
gone too far,” she said. 
One of the most serious 
threats to seabirds is a re- 
duction of plankton and 
small fish in cold northern 
waters. Forage fish and 
plankton loss has led to 
mass die-offs of birds such 
as the Cassin’s auklets that 
washed up by the tens of 
thousands on the Pacific 
Coast in recent years. 

One of the most visible ex- 
amples of global warm- 
ing’s seabird toll was the 
die-off of tens of thousands 
of common murres along 
the West Coast in the mid- 
2010s. Nearly 8,000 dead 
birds washed up on a single 
beach near Chugach Na- 
tional Forest in Alaska.L} 
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HTTA 
Time - Share Owners 
Condo and Houses 
Want to sell your property ? 
Call the expert 36 years 
Of doing honest bussiness 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


HTTA 
Marriott Surf and Ocean Club 
GOLD SEASON 
1BR ocean view $6K 
2BR ocean view $8K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


HTTA 

Dutch Village 

Eagle Beach 

1BR WK#46 room#7 1 

12weeks remain 6 accelerated 

Expire: 2035 $6K 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath WK#47 

Room#103 $7K 

17 full accelerated expire: 2026 

Call:011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


HTTA 
Eagle Resort 
Eagle beach 
1 Bedroom week 45 and 46 
Room #1566 
Price : $4 K each 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


HTTA 
Paradise Beach Villas 
Eagle Beach 
1 Bedroom week 45 room #304 
1 Bedroom week 47 room #214 
Garden view $ 5 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

214828 
HTTA 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm Beach 
2BR 2bath Penthouse 
Week#49 Room#770 
30weeks remain $18 K 
2BR week 50 room#630/631 
32weeks remain $18 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

214828 


HTTA 
Condo for Sale 
Dutch Village Noord 
2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 
Price : $220 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 

Private Island 

1 BR Deluxe week # 48 

room # 2552 

Ocean front $ 5 K 

1 BR week 49 room # 2502 

Garden view $ 4K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


HTTA 
La Cabana Beach and casino 
Eagle Beach 
1 BR week #49 room # 220 A 
1 BR week #50 room # 316 A 
Price :$ 5 K each 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

214828 


HTTA 

Condo for Sale 

Gold Coast 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath $290 K 
3 Bedroom 3 Bath $450 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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New Twitter CEO steps 
from behind the scenes 
to high profile 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 

AP Technology Writer 
Newly named — Twitter 
CEO Parag Agrawal has 
emerged from behind the 
scenes to take over one of 
Silicon Valley's highest-pro- 
file and politically volatile 
jobs. 

But his prior lack of name 
recognition coupled with 
a solid technical back- 
ground appears to be 
what some big company 
backers were looking for to 
lead Twitter out of ifs cur- 
rent morass. 

A 37-year-old immigrant 
from India, Agrawal comes 
from outside the ranks of 
celebrity CEOs, which in- 
clude the man he's replac- 
ing, Jack Dorsey, Face- 


HTTA 
Condo for Sale 
Tiera del Sol 
3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
Fully furnished with garage 
Price: $ 450K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214828 


Time Share Resales + Realty i 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 





For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 


www.halleyadventures.com 
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book's Mark Zuckerberg, 
and Elon Musk of SpaceX 
and Tesla. Those brand- 
name company founders 
and leaders have often 
been in the news — and 
on Twitter — for exploits be- 
yond the day-to-day run- 
ning of their companies. 
Having served as Twitter's 
chief technology officer for 
the last four years, Agraw- 
al’s aqopointment was seen 
by Wall Street as a choice 
of someone who will fo- 
Cus on. ushering Twitter 
into what's widely seen as 
the internet’s next era the 
metaverse.L] 
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LOTS OF DISCOUNTS 


Open Mon-Frid 10 - 1 
Every SATURDAY 9-1. 
FERIA Garage/Charity Market 
Vegetables Fruits Fish 
Plants etc..INFO 741-5640 


ni DYAN A 





Editor 
Caribbean Speed Printers NLV. 
Aruba Bank N.Y, Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 


Acc. #23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 


Assistant Director 
Xiomara Arends 
Editors 
Liza Koolman (Management assistant) 
Richard Brooks 
Sales 
Linda Reijnders 
Sulaika Croes 
Classifieds 
classified @cspnv.com 
Distribution and Collection 


accounting@bondia.com 


Social / Website 
Juan Luis Pinto 
Pilar Flores 
Columnists 


Anthony Croes 


Weststraat 22 
T: 582-7800 
E: news@arubatoday.com 
W: www.arubatoday.com 
() Fj] @arubatoday 
Sia ee ee ee 


A13 


THURSDAY 2 DECEMBER 2021 


HEALTH 


aa 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Weather vanes: Exhibit looks at artworks with a purpose 


By KIM COOK 

Associated Press 

Perched atop churches, 
barns, businesses, homes 
and seats of government, 
weather vanes have over 
hundreds of years taken 
the form of everything from 
farm animals to pets, story- 
book figures to race cars. 
They were invented for one 
important job: telling which 
way the wind was blowing. 
Gradually, they became 
appreciated as an art form. 
A new exhibition at the 
American Folk Arf Museum 
in New. York, "American 
Weathervanes: The Art of 
the Winds," showcases the 
history, technical  virtuos- 
ity and artistic beauty of 
vanes made between the 
late 18th and early 20th 
centuries. The free exhibit 
runs through Jan. 2. 


“Weathervanes have dl- 
ways been at once tools 
and sculptural architec- 


tural elements, Combining 
function with visual interest 
and symbolism," the show's 
curator, art historian Robert 
Shaw, writes in a Compan- 
ion book (RizzoliElecta). 
The galleries feature 
around 50 weather vanes 
and patterns, along with 
ephemera like bills of sale, 
advertisements and vin- 
tage photographs. 

The weather vanes range 
from simple carved birds, 





This image provided by the American Folk Art Museum shows the Hudsonian Curlew weather 
vane. The museum's curator, Emelie Gevalt, said one of her favorite pieces in the exhibit is the 
museum's own "Hudsonian Curlew." 


fish, livestock and dogs to 
figures that seem fo literally 
be riding the winds — loping 
ponies, racing horses, fire 
trucks, and wildly imagina- 
tive witches, sea serpents 
and vehicles with many 
moving elements. 

One work, "Dove _ of 
Peace, was commissioned 
by George Washington. An 
amateur meteorologist, he 
asked Mount Vernon's ar- 
chitect, Joseph Rakestraw, 
to design the dove-shaped 
weather vane with olive 
branches in its mouth. 

The museum's — curator, 
Emelie Gevalt, cited the 


museum's Own "“Hudsonian 
Curlew" as one of her fa- 
vorites. 

The 1874 piece is large — 
nearly 7 feet tall and 4 feet 
wide. A relatively simple 
design, it depicts the body 
and distinctive curved 
beak of the shorebird in 
gold-leafed sheet metal, 
and once sat atop the Cur- 
lew Bay sportsmen's club in 
Seaville, New Jersey. 

"The magnificent silhouette 
of this large vane commv- 
nicates exactly why early 
20th century Americans 
found weathervanes so 
appealing,” Gevalt said. 


Associated Press 


"The graphic impact ts strik- 
ingly modern, speaking to 
the strong intersections be- 
tween the modern aesthet- 
ic and what we call 'folk." 

The exhibit also includes a 
62-inch-tall, gilded statue 
of a Native American with 
bow and arrow pointed sky- 
ward. The work set a record 
for a weather vane sale, 
$5.8 million, at Sotheby's 
in 2006. Native Americans 
were G@ common subject 
of early American weath- 
er-vane art. In the exhibit, 
Joseph Zordan, consulting 
scholar and a member of 


the Bad River Ojibwe, con- 


tributed interpretive — text 
about these vanes and the 
legacy of colonialism. "In- 
evitably, such images fell 
US more about the peo- 
ole who made them than 
those they are said to rep- 
resent," he said. 

A SIMPLE TOOL 

What makes a weather 
vane work¢e The arrow on 
the structure Is a balancing 
weight, so when the wind 
blows, If - and whatever 
object is attached above 
it — turns in that direction. 

A change in wind direction 
can mean a storm is com- 
ing, so the weather vane 
was a key tool for farmers 
or seafarers over the cen- 
turies. For people in towns 
and cities, looking up to 
see a wildly swinging vane 
meant it was time to head 
indoors. 

A LONG HISTORY 

Shaw said weather vanes 
date back aft least to the 
ancient Greeks. In medi- 
eval times, they were of- 
ten fabric flags; later, those 
flags were made of metal, 
and some can be seen on 
public buildings from colo- 
nial America. 

(The ubiquitous roostere 
Shaw says that was the re- 
sult of a papal decree in 
the 9th century. Plus, the 
bird's shape made for an 
efficient capturer of wind 
direction.)L) 


Olivia Rodrigo, H.E.R and The Weeknd win Apple Music Awards 





— od 





This combination of photos shows The Weeknd performing 
during the halftime show of the Super Bowl on Feb. 7, 2021, in 
Tampa, Fla., left, H.E.R. performing at the Spotify Best New Artist 
2019 Party in Los Angeles on Feb. 7, 2019, center, and Olivia 
Rodrigo performingat the American Music Awards in Los An- 


geles on Nov. 21, 2021. 


By MARK KENNEDY 

NEW YORK (AP) — Olivia 
Rodrigo, H.E.R and The 
Weeknd have all won hon- 
ors at a revamped Apple 
Music Awards, which has 
grown larger to encom- 


Associated Press 


pass global music patterns. 
Rodrigo was named break- 
through artist of the year, 
her ‘Sour’ was named best 
album of the year and her 
‘drivers license was song 
of the year. 


The streaming — service 
crowned H.E.R. as song- 
writer of the year and The 
Weeknd was named glob- 
al artist of the year, a step 
Up from the category last 
year which was mere artist 
of the year. 

‘| am very honored and 
blessed to receive this 
recognition,” H.E.R. said in 
a statement. “As a young 
Black and Filipino artist, 
and a woman who is on 
the stage giving my all, 
there's no doubt that rep- 
resentation Is important." 
The Weeknd thanked Ap- 
ole for the honor and be- 
iINg supportive "not only for 
my work but also for great 
music by newer artists 
where it matters so much 
for creators to be found 


and supported.” 

The Apple Music Awards, 
now in its third year, also in- 
troduced a new category 
of awards recognizing art- 
ists from five countries and 
regions — Africa, France, 
Germany, Japan, and 
Russiaq — who made the 
greatest impact culturally 
and on the charts in their 
respective countries and 
regions. 

The winners are Aya Naka- 
mura for the French region, 
OFFICIAL HIGE DANDism 
for Japan, RIN for Germa- 
ny, Scriptonite for Russia 
and Wizkid for Africa. 
"We're thrilled to honor the 
artists that are shaping 
culfure and connecting 
with fans around the world 
on Apple Music," said Oli- 


ver Schusser, Apple's vice 
oresident of Apple Music 
and Beats. 'This year we're 
also recognizing more re- 
gional artists, showing the 
world the impact of ex- 
traordinary talented mv- 
sicians who are making 
waves globally.” 

The service said winners 
are chosen through a 
orocess that reflects both 
Apple Music's editorial per- 
soective and what cus- 
tomers around the world 
are listening to the most. 
Last year, rapper Lil Baby 
was named artist of the 
year by Apple, Taylor Swift 
was named songwriter of 
the year and Megan Thee 
Stallion was honored with 
breakthrough artist of the 
year.) 
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ACC, Big Ten, Pac-12 launch mental health initiative 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 

AP College Sports Writer 
The Atlantic Coast Confer- 
ence, Big Ten and Pac-12 
launched an initiative Mon- 
day to raise awareness of 
the importance of men- 
tal health as part of their 
conference alliance an- 
nounced earlier this year. 
Teammates for Mental 
Health will be Unveiled this 
week during basketball 
games involving the three 
conferences, including the 
ACC/Big Ten women's and 
men's challenges. 

The centerpiece will be a 
public service announce- 
ment that will air through- 
out the 28 games being 
played from Nov. 29-Dec. 
2. The PSA includes men's 
coach Mike — Krzyzewski 
(Duke) and Wayne Tinkle 
(Oregon State), Maryland 
women's coach Brenda 
Frese and others, and It will 
air on ESPN, the ACC Net- 
work, the Big Ten network 
and the Pac-12 Network. 
The initiative will also. in- 
clude in-arena signage 
and lapel pins for coaches 
to wear during games. 

The ACC, Big Ten and Pac- 
12 announced in the sum- 
mer the conferences were 
forming an alliance to 
work together on schedul- 





Maryland head coach Brenda Frese talks with Angel Reese during the first half of an NCAA col- 
lege basketball game on Thursday, Nov. 18, 2021, in College Park, Md. 


ing, plus off-field issues like 
the future of NCAA gover- 
nance and athlete welfare. 
"When the Alliance was 
formed back in August, 
people paid a lot of atten- 
tion to the schedule piec- 
es. And Kevin and | and 
George have been em- 
ohatic that that is a com- 
ponent of If, but you also 
have major issues from an 
NCAA standpoint and the 
future college athletics," 
ACC Commissioner Jim 


Phillips said. "But at the core 
of it for us is really the stu- 
dent athlete experience." 

Pac-12 Commissioner 
George Kliavkoff said 10 
working groups of athletic 
directors and other ad- 
ministrators and school of- 
ficials have been meeting 
regularly over the last four 
months. Four of the groups 
are focused on schedul- 
ing games and events be- 
tween the conferences in 
football, men's and wom- 


Associated Press 


ens basketball and Olym- 
pic sports. The other six are 
looking at things like com- 
pliance, NCAA issues, so- 
cial responsibility and how 
best fo support mental and 
ohysical well-being of ath- 
letes. 

The Teammates for Men- 
tal Health campaign is the 
first public collaboration 
to come from the three 
conferences. Kilavkoff said 
each conference was al- 
ready working indepen- 


dently on athlete mental 
health issues. 

"But the alliance is all about 
kind of sharing best practic- 
es across the 41 institutions, 
and across the three con- 
ferences, and specifically 
as it relates to student-ath- 
lete health and well-being, 
we have the experts for 
each of the conferences, 
each of the_ institutions, 
meeting on a regular basis, 
recommending and sug- 
gesting things that we can 
do through the alliance 
to elevate what they do 
for their student-athletes," 
Kliavkoff said. The mental 
health of athletes has taken 
on growing prominence, 
with Olympic champion 
Simone Biles and tennis star 
Naomi Osaka among those 
speaking out or taking steps 
to protect themselves. 

The initiative is aimed at 
encouraging athletes and 
coaches to be on the look- 
out for signs that someone 
close to them is struggling 
with their mental health. 
Big Ten Commissioner 
Kevin Warren, who played 
college basketball, said 
the pressure on athletes 
is greater than ever and 
the attention they receive 
through social media can 
Compound the stress. L} 





Cards, Packers, Bucs remain ig 2 in AP Pro32 poll 


By SIMMI BUTTAR 

NEW YORK (AP) — The sta- 
tus Quo reigns aft the top of 
the AP Pro32 poll. 

The Arizona Cardinals, 
Green Bay Packers and the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers re- 
tained the top three spots 
in the latest poll. 

The Cardinals, who were on 
a bye last week, received 
eight of the 12 first-place 
votes for 378 points in bal- 
loting Tuesday by media 
members who regularly 
cover the NEL. 

The Cardinals return to ac- 
tion on Sunday, when they 
take on the Bears in Chi- 
cago. 

“The Cardinals are survival- 
ists. They played their last 
three games without their 
two best players, QB Kyler 
Murray and WR DeAndre 
Hopkins, and managed to 
win two of them to main- 


tain the best record in the 
NFL at 9-2," said Rick Gosse- 
lin of Talk of Fame Network. 
Arizona expects both Mur- 
ray and Hopkins to play 
Sunday. 

The Packers, who earned 
the remaining four _first- 
place votes for 368 points, 
are coming off an impres- 
sive 36-28 win over the Los 
Angeles Rams. Green Bay 
has a bye this week. 
"Aaron Rodgers walked off 
to chants of ‘MVP! MVPI' at 
Lambeau Field after van- 
quishing the Rams, and 
the venerable quarterback 
welcomed the sentiment,’ 
Newsday's Bob Glauber 
said. 

"There's no debate he's in 
the mix to become the first 
repeat winner since Peyton 
Manning in 2009." 

The defending champion 
Buccaneers rallied for a 38- 


31 win over the Indianapo- 
lis Colts. 

The New England Patriots, 
who have won six in a row 
and lead the AFC East, 
continued their surge in the 
poll as they moved up two 
soots to No. 4. The Patriots 
will conclude Week 13 with 
a Monday night game at 
the division rival Buffalo Bills. 
The Bills also moved up in 
the poll, gaining three spots 
to No. 7 after they routed 
the New Orleans Saints on 
Thanksgiving night. 
Another team coming off a 
bye, the Kansas City Chiefs, 
slipped a spot to No. 5. 

The Baltimore Ravens, after 
holding off the Cleveland 
Browns on Sunday night, 
moved up one place fo 
No. 6. 

The reeling Tennessee Ti- 
tans, who have lost two in 
a row, will enter their bye 





Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ Leonard Fournette (7) celebrates a 
rushing touchdown during the second half of an NFL football 
game against the Indianapolis Colts, Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021, in 
Indianapolis. 


week at No. 8 after drop- 
ping three places following 
their loss at New England. 
The Cincinnati Bengals 
moved up four spots to No. 
9 after topping the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers. 


Associated Press 


And the No. 10. Dallas 
Cowboys, coming off an 
overtime loss to Las Vegas 
on Thanksgiving, will open 
Week 13 as they head to 
New Orleans to take on the 
Saints.) 
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Former player, labor lawyer lead MLB into 7th work stoppage 


By RONALD BLUM AP Base- 
ball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Tony 
Clark was a minor league 
prospect in the’ Detroit 
Tigers system and Rob 
Manfred a junior lawyer 
on Major League Baseball 
management's legal team 
during the sport's last work 
stoppage. 

Now, they lead billion-dol- 
lar factions of a fractured 
sport that is headed fto- 
ward ad lockout that would 
start when the collective 
bargaining agreement 
expires at 11:59 p.m. EST 
Wednesday. 

"His voice of being a player 
resonates with fellow play- 
ers,' leading player agent 
Scott Boras said this week 
of Clark, who leads the 
players’ union. "That com- 
munication branch is a very 
important part of the union 
leadership. And | also think 
that Tony has now armed 
himself with a strong legal 
staff." 

Barring unexpected prog- 
ress during talks at the 
Union's executive board 
meeting in Irving, Texas, It 
would be baseball's ninth 
work stoppage and first 
since the 7 1/2-month strike 
of 1994-95 that wiped out 
the World Series for the 
first time in 90 years. It also 
would be the first stoppage 
since the death of Marvin 
Miller, who led the players’ 
Union through the first five 
stoppages and was d con- 
sultant to Donald Fehr dur- 
ing the next three. 

Clark, 49 and a dozen 
years removed from _ his 
last at-bat, stands out in a 
crowd: He's 6-foot-8 with a 
deep voice and a beard 
that has turned a profes- 
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Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred, left, and Major League Baseball Players Association execu- 
tive director Tony Clark speak before Game 1 in baseball's World Series between the Houston 
Astros and the Atlanta Braves, Oct. 26, 2021, in Houston. 


sorial white. The former All- 
Star first baseman is the first 
former player to head the 
union, and was hired as 
director of player relations 
in March 2010. After union 
head Michael Weiner was 
stricken with a malignant 
brain tumor, he promoted 
Clark to deputy executive 
director in July 2013. Clark 
took over that December 
following Weiner's death. 

‘| expected to be tied to 
the hip with Michael for 20 
years, Clark said. 

Clark attended his first ex- 
ecutive board meeting 
in 1999, became a team 
player representative and 
then an association repre- 
sentative, playing a part 
in the 2002 and 2006 bar- 
gaining sessions as well as 
negotiations on revisions to 
the Joint Drug Agreemert. 
"The idea of him being a 


Nashville SC's Walker Zimmerman, center, looks back as the 
Philadelphia Union celebrates their win following the shoot- 
out of an MLS playoff soccer match, Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021, in 


Chester, Pa. 
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player, you never forget 
that as part of his resume, 
but that's not all he is," Cur- 
tis Granderson said in 2013. 
Manfred, the 63-year-old 
MLB commissioner, is a 
graduate of the Cornell 
School of Industrial and 
Labor Relations and Har- 
vard Law School. He was 
an associate when his law 
firm was retained in 1987 as 
counsel for MLB's Player Re- 
lations Committee, assisted 
in bargaining during the 
1990 spring-training lockout 
and was promoted fo part- 
ner in 1991. 

Manfred assisted again 


during the 1994-95. strike 
and when a deal was 
reached in 1996-97, and 


then became an MLB ex- 
ecutive vice president in 
1998 under Commissioner 
Bud Selig. He led negotia- 
tions for labor deals in 2002 


Associated Press 


and 2006 with then-Chief 
Operations Officer Bob Du- 
Puy, headed talks in 2011, 
and succeeded Selig in 
January 2015. 

"Rob is a very seasoned 
negotiator," said Yankees 
oresident Randy Levine, 
the lead bargainer in 1996- 
97."He has the ability to see 
paths around the corner for 
settlement because at the 
end of the day, these issues 
change but they're basi- 
cally the same Issues that 
the parties have been ne- 
gotiating over and talking 
about for 40 years." 

The union's desires for more 
liberal free agency and sal- 
ary arbitration rules, and 
management's preference 
for spending restraints — 
such as the luxury tax and 
brakes on amateur soena- 
ing — are always among 
the key components to a 
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deal. Postseason size and 
format is also a perennial 
economic and competitive 
issue, along with expanding 
the designated hitter to the 
National League, a union 
proposal that MLB has of- 
fered to accept this time. 
While Deputy Commis- 
sioner Dan Halem remains 
MLB's lead negotiator, 
Clark replaced Rick Shap- 
iro in 2018 with Bruce Mey- 
er, a former partner at Weil, 
Gotshal & Manges who has 
represented the unions in 
the four major U.S. sports. 
Boras praised Clark's deci- 
sion to bring in Meyer, a 
structure Boras said paral- 
lels how Manfred handles 
negotiating. 

"Rob does a lot of commu- 
nicating with his ownership 
group has his legal team 
function in the bargain- 
ing area. So | think there is 
a common structure that 
now exists between both 
sides, Boras said. 

Both parties appear to think 
they can outlast the other 
during a stoppage, a mind- 
set that 27 years ago led 
to a lengthy strike, Causing 
cancellation of the final 
669 games of 1994 and the 
first 252 games of '95. 
Manfred had a close view 
of the fractious discussions 
among ownership lead- 
ing up to Commissioner 
Fay Vincent's forced res- 
ignation in 1992 and dur- 
ing Selig's efforts to build a 
consensus for bargaining 
and revenue sharing. MLB's 
owners have remained 
more orderly in recent 
years, but most have not 
been exposed fo the finan- 
cial and public-relations 
pressures Of a work stop- 
page. L) 


Zimmerman wins 2nd straight MLS 
Defender of the Year honor 


By The Associated Press 

Nashville's Walker  Zim- 
merman has won Major 
League Soccer's Defender 
of the Year award for the 
second straight season. 

Zimmerman, who also 
plays for the U.S. national 
team, is the third player 
overall and first in more 
than a decade to earn the 
MLS award in consecutive 


years. Nashville's defense 
allowed less than a goal 
per game this season, tied 
for best in the league. The 
team has allowed oppo- 
nents fewer than a goal a 
game in each of its first two 
seasons in MLS. 

Nashville, which was un- 
defeated at home, also 
shared the league lead 
with 13 shutouts this sea- 


son. 
Zimmerman scored three 
goals and had a pair of as- 
sists this season. 

The Defender of the Year 
honor is determined by 
vote of team technical 
staffs, players and me- 
dia. Zimmerman received 
30.97% of the votes. Se- 
attle's Yeimar Gomez was 
runner up with 16.80%. 





